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United Nations Convention on the

HONG KONG

® Children’s rights are human rights

for children.

e The 1989 United Nations Convention
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is an
international legal agreement that
recognizes specific rights for children.

Background

Almost every country has agreed to
promote them.

e All children have the same rights.
Also, all the rights are connected,
and are equally important — they
cannot be taken away from children.

Non-discrimination

General
Article Principles
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Best interests of the child

Survival

(food, clean water,
health services
and a standard

of living) categories

of Rights

Development
(education,

rights to play, rest
and participate

in cultural activities)

Article

- @

Right to survival and
development

Article

Right to be heard and
taken seriously

Protection
(to be protected
from violence,
neglect and
exploitation)

Participation
(to be heard and
taken seriously,
and to join
organizations)

ARTICLE 1
If you’re UNDER 18,
you are a CHILD,

and you have rights.

ARTICLE 2

No matter what
race, religion, ability,
family unit, or the things

they think and say, a child has
rights under the Convention.

ARTICLE 3

Everyone must work
towards what is

best for a child.

ARTICLE 4
Governments must help children realize their
rights.

ARTICLE 5
Families must help protect children’s rights
and be guided by the Government to do so.

ARTICLE 6
Every child has the rights to

life, survival &
development.

ARTICLE 7
Aname and a place to call home is every
child’s rights.

ARTICLE 8
A child must have an identity and an official
record of it.

ARTICLE 9

A child should not be separated from
their parents unless this is contrary to
his/her best interest.

ARTICLE 10
A child should be where family is -
all together.

ARTICLE 11
No one can take a child away illegally.

ARTICLE 12

Children can give opinions
and expect them

TO BE HEARD.

ARTICLE 13

Children have the right to express
themselves or share opinions, as
long as it doesn’t harm other people.

ARTICLE 14

Children can choose what to believe
in, with guidance from their family
about what's right and wrong.

ARTICLE 15
Children can join groups and make
friends of their choosing.

ARTICLE 16
Children have the right to privacy.

ARTICLE 17

The mass media has a responsibility to
provide information children understand
and protect them from harmful information.

ARTICLE 18

Parents must share the responsibility
of raising their children and be
supported by society to do so.

ARTICLE 19
Laws must protect children from
being hurt or mistreated.
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ARTICLE 20

Respect for a child’s heritage must be
considered if he/she is not cared for
by his or her family.

ARTICLE 21

A child’s best interests should be of
first consideration if he/she has to live
with an adopted family.

ARTICLE 22
Refugee children should be protected
by the host country.

ARTICLE 23
If a child lives with disability, she/he
needs care and support to live a full life.

ARTICLE 24
Good health, clean water and
nutritious food are a child’s right.

ARTICLE 25
Living arrangements for children in
state care must be regularly reviewed.

ARTICLE 26
Governments must ensure all children
have the right to social security.

ARTICLE 27

All children must have their basic
needs met, no matter how
disadvantaged or marginalized.
ARTICLE 28

All children have the right to a free and
fair education.

ARTICLE 29
Education should develop a child to
participate fully in his/her community.

ARTICLE 30
A child has the right to his or her own
language and culture.

ARTICLE 31

Children have the right to play and
rest.
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ARTICLE 32
Children must be safe from work that
harms them or threatens their education.

ARTICLE 33
Children must be made safe from
dangerous drugs.

ARTICLE 34
Children should be safe from sexual
abuse.

ARTICLE 35
Children should be safe from being
abducted or sold.

ARTICLE 36
Children should be safe from all forms of
exploitation.

ARTICLE 37
Children must be safe from being cruelly
punished.

ARTICLE 38

Children should be protected from war.
Those 15 years and younger must not
serve in armed forces.

ARTICLE 39

Children who have been hurt,
neglected or badly treated need
special care and help.

ARTICLE 40
Children have the right to legal help and
fair treatment in a justice system.

ARTICLE 41

If a country’s laws better protect
a child’s rights, it should take
precedence over the Convention.

ARTICLE 42
Children have the right to know and
exercise their rights.

ARTICLE 43-54

These articles set out how state parties
and the international community work to
protect child rights.

unicef@ | for every child

HONG KONG

Connect with us on
social media
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